[Comparative study of 3 positive controls for routine prick tests in children: 48/80, 1 mg histamine and 5 mg histamine].
We compared, among 153 children 2 to 14 years old, responses to some positive control solutions for prick tests made with a Stallerpoint. We obtained the following values: -6% - 48/80:4.46 +/- 1.88 mm -1 mg/ml Histamine:3.49 +/- 1.67 mm -5 mg/ml Histamine:5.13 +/- 1.78 mm. 1 mg/ml histamine gives too many null responses (12/153) to represent a valuable positive control. 5 mg/ml histamine, on the other hand, gives some very strong reactions which may induce an underestimation of responses to allergen tests. Compound 48/80 seems to remain the best positive control for prick test exploration of immediate allergy in children. An alternative might be an intermediate solution of histamine 2.5 mg/ml.